
IT IS NOT FOR US TO KNOW THE TIMES
 AND THE SEASONS ?

PART 3

Other quotes that have been interpreted as forbidding any time setting for any 
event:
 
This time, which the angel declares with a solemn oath, is not the end of this 
worlds history, neither of probationary time, but of prophetic time, which should 
precede the advent of our Lord. That is, the people will not have another 
message upon definite time. After this period of time, reaching from 1842 to 
1844, there can be no definite tracing of the prophetic time. The longest 
reckoning reaches to the autumn of 1844.7 Bible Commentary, 971.

The original context:
The mighty Angel who instructed John was no less a personage than Jesus 
Christ. Setting His right foot on the sea, and His left upon the dry land, shows 
the part which He is acting in the closing scenes of the great controversy with 
Satan. This position denotes His supreme power and authority over the whole 
earth. The controversy has waxed stronger and more determined from age to 
age, and will continue to do so, to the concluding scenes when the masterly 
working of the powers of darkness shall reach their height. Satan, united with 
evil men, will deceive the whole world and the churches who receive not the 
love of the truth. But the mighty Angel demands attention. He cries with a loud 
voice. He is to show the power and authority of His voice to those who have 
united with Satan to oppose the truth. Ms59-1900.21

After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction comes to John, as 
to Daniel, in regard to the little book: "Seal up those things which the seven 
thunders uttered." [Revelation 10:4.] These relate to future events which will be 
disclosed in their order. Daniel shall stand in his lot at the end of the days. John 
sees the little book unsealed. Then Daniel's prophecies have their proper place 
in the first, second, and third angels' messages to be given to the world. The 
unsealing of the little book was the message in relation to time. Ms59-1900.22

(COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: So the unsealing of the little book was 
the message in relation to time. The time message is in direct connection with 
Daniel's little book.)



The books of Daniel and the Revelation are one. One is a prophecy, the other a 
revelation; one a book sealed, the other a book opened. John heard the 
mysteries which the thunders uttered, but he was commanded not to write them. 
The special light given to John which was expressed in the seven thunders was 
a delineation of events which would transpire under the first and second angels' 
messages. It was not best for the people to know these things, for their faith 
must necessarily be tested. In the order of God, most wonderful and advanced 
truths would be proclaimed. The first and second angels' messages were to be 
proclaimed, but no further light was to be revealed before these messages had 
done their specific work. This is represented by the Angel standing with one foot 
on the sea, proclaiming with a most solemn oath that time should be no longer. 
Ms59-1900.23

Here we have a clear statement of the time that the Angel is talking about. First 
it says that no more light would be revealed before the first and second angel's 
messages would have done their work. Then it says that this is represented by 
the Angel's statement that "time should be no longer". So the prophetic time is 
directly related to the first and second angel's messages. These messages were 
based on time. Ellen White insists that the third angel's message is not based on 
time in other parts of these articles, but here she also states clearly that the first 
two angel's messages were based on time. As we have already seen, the third 
angel's message cannot be based on time, because it will close with the close of 
probation for the whole world. What about the first two messages? It says that 
no more light would be revealed until they had done their specific work, and this 
fact is equated with the Angel's statement that "time should be no longer". The 
first angel's message announced the commencement of judgment and the 
second angel's message was a definite calling out of the fallen churches.
Here is a quote from the Spirit of Prophecy regarding the three angels' 
messages:

Many who heard the first and second angels' messages thought they would live 
to see Christ coming in the clouds of heaven. Had all who claimed to believe the 
truth acted their part as wise virgins, the message would ere this have been 
proclaimed to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. But five were wise and 
five were foolish. The truth should have been proclaimed by the ten virgins, but 
only five had made the provision essential to join that company who walked in 
the light that had come to them. The third angel's message was needed. This 
proclamation was to be made. Many who went forth to meet the bridegroom 
under the messages of the first and second angels, refused the third angel's 
message, the last testing message to be given to the world. Ms92a-1898.10



A similar work will be accomplished when that other angel, represented in 
Revelation [18], gives his message. The first, second, and third angels' 
messages will be repeated. The call will be given to the church, "Come out of 
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues." [Verse 4.] Ms92a-1898.11

The messages will be repeated, the first 2 messages that were based on time 
are to be repeated. It says that the church will receive the call to come out of 
Babylon. That can only mean that the church is represented by the faithful ones 
from the visible church and the invisible church as well. This coming out has two 
stages, or two levels, after the pattern given 2000 years ago. The first calling out 
is given in the apostate professed seventh day adventist church, the nominal 
adventists. This takes place in the same manner that Jesus gave the calling to 
the people to abandon fallen Judaism and seek the real Shepherd. Let us 
remember that the christian converts from among the jews abandoned the 
temple and the iudaic organization completely. They organized home churches. 
This repetition is what is happening right now; Jesus is getting His people out 
and He has started with "the lost sheep of the house of Israel". This is called 
"the midnight cry" or the internal "loud cry" so that the five wise virgins may get 
out. The second part of the calling out is the external loud cry, the message 
given to the world, given to the invisible church. This will take place after the 
latter rain.
The commencement of judgment is being announced just like it was announced 
more than 170 years ago, but in this case it is the judgment of the living. "God is 
the same yesterday, today and forever". He does not change, there is no trace 
of variation in Him. He always acts according to the same patterns. In the 
millerite movement the call was given to abandon the fallen Sunday 
congregations. William Miller played the same role as John the Baptist, he 
prepared a people to abandon the fallen churches a few years later. After John 
the Baptist, Jesus Christ, "the prophet", came and continued the movement of 
John the Baptist and drew the people to Himself. With His death and 
resurrection He organized them and bid them to form His church anew and to 
completely abandon the fallen iudaic organized church. The role of Christ, who 
was also a prophet, was played by the prophetess Ellen White. She organized 
and unified the church because "where there is no vision the people perish". To 
form and unify the people a prophet is needed, just like Moses in the days of 
old. The clear calling to get out of the fallen organized churches began in the 
summer of 1844, a few months before the beginning of the judgment of the 
dead, and continued to be given until now. 
Similarly, since 2008 there has been a strong repetition of the call to leave 
apostate congregations, and since 2015, when the judgment of the living began, 



the call to abandon the nominal adventist apostasy organization altogether and 
reorganize into small self-support groups began to be given.

Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no vision the people perish;

Hosea 12:13 And by a prophet the Lord brought up Israel out of Egypt, and by a 
prophet he was preserved.

The three angel's messages are being proclaimed through God's people at the 
level of the seventh day adventist church. The first 2 messages are based on 
time today just like they were based on time in Ellen White's day - the 6000 year 
limit. God is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. He announced times of 
judgment upon the israelites many times, He announced it for the advent 
people, He announces it for us and He will even announce the day and the hour 
of Christ's second coming. Wouldn't a loving, caring father warn you if you have 
a short time left? Wouldn't he want to speak plainly to you? We have learned 
that the reason why God doesn't reveal times is because we wouldn't use the 
knowledge properly, but would rather retard the work of God. Is the message 
based on time retarding the work? God is hurrying His people through these 
messages, He has a calendar. Jesus cannot work more than 6000 years - 6 
prophetic days. Why would the devil get adventists out of the cities, hurrying 
them to prepare for the Sunday law after all his efforts to keep them asleep?)

This time, which the Angel declares with a solemn oath, is not the end of this 
world's history, neither of probationary time, but of prophetic time, which should 
precede the advent of our Lord. That is, the people will not have another 
message upon definite time. After this period of time, reaching from 1842 to 
1844, there can be no definite tracing of the prophetic time. The longest 
reckoning reaches to the autumn of 1844. Ms59-1900.24

(COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: What are we to understand from this? 
The usual, taken out of context understanding is that there will be no more time 
prophecies ever. That is not what it says. It says that the people will not have a 
message based on definite time. What is definite time? 
In the 1828 Webster dictionary, the one provided with the EGW2 app by White 
estate we have the following definition for "definite":
- determined; precise; exact; a definite period of time.
Definite time is an exact date, immovable, unchangeable. The time based 
message of 1844 was immovable, unchangeable. No matter what anyone would 
have done, the commencement of the judgment of the dead would not have 
been changed. From biblical calculations you cannot get the definite time for 
future events. It all ended in 1844. There is no other "tracing" in the Bible 



beyond 1844, i.e., a continuous prophetic timeline until other future events.  All 
traced time ended in 1844.)

The Angel's position, with one foot on the sea, the other on the land, signifies 
the wide extent of the proclamation of the message. It will cross the broad 
waters and be proclaimed in other countries, even to all the world. The 
comprehension of truth, the glad reception of the message, is represented in the 
eating of the little book. The truth in regard to the time of the advent of our Lord 
was a precious message to our souls. Ms59-1900.25
*****
The greatest work to be done in this life is to make preparation for the future life, 
for that life which measures with the life of God. A probation has been granted 
us that, notwithstanding the difficulties, we may cultivate virtues which shall 
carry us into the higher life. Pure love for one another is exercised by those who 
are partakers of the divine nature. Ms59-1900.26
There will always be false and fanatical movements made by persons in the 
church who claim to be led of God, those who will run before they are sent, and 
will give day and date for the occurrence of unfulfilled prophecy. The enemy is 
pleased to have them do this. 2 Selected Messages, 84.

(COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: Here we can clearly see what Ellen 
White was fighting against. She was fighting against setting definite times for 
unfulfilled prophecy. Does there exist any prophecy for the commencement of 
the judgment of the living? Is it specified in the Bible with any numbers attached 
to it that can be calculated? You cannot find it because it has never been a fixed 
event. After 1844 Ellen White claimed several times that Jesus would have 
come. All the biblical events that were left to be fulfilled after 1844 have 
depended on the people's choice to get ready for the second coming.
In this quote it is stated clearly that the time of preparation depends on the 
people and that it can be prolonged:

The natural heart is not to bring its own tainted, corrupting principles into the 
work of God. There must be no concealing of the principles of our faith. The third 
angel's message is to be sounded by God's people. It is to swell to the loud cry. 
The Lord has a time appointed when He will bind off the work; but when is that 
time? - when the truth to be proclaimed for these last days shall go forth as a 
witness to all nations, then shall the end come. If the power of Satan can come 
into the very temple of God, and manipulate things as he pleases, the time of 
preparation will be prolonged. 9MR 212.1 

There are many other quotes that say that we are to hasten the Lord's coming 
and other things that make us understand that all the events after 1844 have 



depended and still depend on people's choices. But can the second coming be 
postponed forever? There's a 6000 years time limit. The Lord's patience has run 
out. He has no choice left but to move forward with His plan using whoever He 
has. The adventists have failed to prepare for more than 175 years, do you think 
that our generation, the most pathetic one of them all, would wake up from their 
sleep without prophets and without an announcement of judgment?
During Ellen White's day the devil had worked hard to make people look into the 
far future for the second coming:

I saw the disappointment of the trusting ones, as they did not see their Lord at 
the expected time. It had been God's purpose to conceal the future and to bring 
His people to a point of decision. Without the preaching of definite time for the 
coming of Christ, the work designed of God would not have been accomplished. 
Satan was leading very many to look far in the future for the great events 
connected with the judgment and the end of probation. It was necessary that the 
people be brought to seek earnestly for a present preparation. EW 246.2 

He has done the same thing now with adventists. Most of them cannot even 
imagine that the seventh day adventist church is going to be judged. Most 
adventists believe that Laodicea is the church triumphant, that it will go to 
heaven. Just like in the past a message of definite time on the second coming 
was needed because people put it so far in the future that they couldn't even 
think of it, in the same manner the adventists don't even think of judgment 
coming upon the organization; they have been deceived and need a time based 
prophecy of the ending judgment to wake them up.)

We have another example of conditional prophecy:

We were firm in the belief that the preaching of definite time was of God. It was 
this that led men to search the Bible diligently, discovering truths they had not 
before perceived. Jonah was sent of God to proclaim in the streets of Nineveh 
that within forty days the city would be overthrown; but God accepted the 
humiliation of the Ninevites, and extended their period of probation. Yet the 
message that Jonah brought was sent of God, and Nineveh was tested 
according to His will. The world looked upon our hope as a delusion, and our 
disappointment as its consequent failure; but though we were mistaken in the 
event that was to occur at that period, there was no failure in reality of the vision 
that seemed to tarry. CET 54.4 

We can clearly see that the specific time prophecy given to Ninive depended on 
their choices. It is the same today, the commencement of the judgment of the 
living depended on adventists, that is why it was not proclaimed until now. But 



right now we are at the limit of the 6000 years, there is no more time left. The 
date of the judgment of the living adventists could not be calculated from the 
Bible, but we should be watching for signs.
With few words we can mention that God predicted in Isaiah 30:18 the long 
"wait," which lasted exactly 100 years, and which would possibly arise if Elen 
White's generation were to reject the latter rain.  God's last attempt to pour the 
latter rain on that generation, from the time of Ellen White, has been in 1901 
when the leadership again repeated what happened in 1888 and did not publicly 
repent.  This happened after Ellen White had said in 1898 that "God's presence 
was no longer in the midst of the church" [organization] and after she had said in 
1899 that she "hoped that no other coming out was necessary".  In 1903 we 
have the statement that the organization had become a harlot, in Manuscript 32, 
1903.  Then, in 1904, Ellen White took an independent position forming the 
Madison school, which was an outpost, or mission support center of its own, or 
city of refuge, or the bastion of the true remnant church.  She formed this center 
as an example of what was to be the true church from then on.  Only in these 
outposts was the truth to be found.
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